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It’s a New Year!
3 Steps to a NEW YOU
If they call it Happy New Year how come it doesn’t always feel that way? Last January a friend
confessed to me, “I know it sounds awful, but I’d be happy if we could just skip the holidays
altogether. It’s too stressful!” She lamented that she felt pulled in too many directions. Between
social events, family commitments, holiday shopping, obligatory phone calls and visits, keeping the
kids busy, spending too much money, and still having to think about work, the entire month of
December felt like a blur, and she forgot to enjoy herself. By the time the new year hit, her
‘holidays’ had left her tired, stressed, and a little bit depressed. Happy holidays, indeed. Can you
relate?
Why not choose to make this year unlike any new years past, and combat your holiday stress at the
same time? How? By putting yourself back on your own ‘to do’ list. When you consider your
current success with exercise, nutrition, or sleep, which area needs the most attention? Choose
just one self-care practice to begin with, and consider these ‘me as priority’ ideas to enhance your
2009 self care plan.
Sleep your way to the top
If you’re feeling chronically sleep deprived your first order of business should be to increase your
zzzzzzz’s. Sleep deprivation is a form of stress that not only hampers productivity and contentment
levels, but has a negative impact on your health. While everyone varies as to optimal amounts of
sleep, our goal should be a minimum of 7 hours of sleep per night. This week, start by going to bed
30 to 60 minutes earlier than usual. Attempt to wind down your ‘busy work’ a half hour before that.
It may be tempting to fit in a few more ‘to do’s’ or unwind in front of the TV instead of bed, but if
fatigue is overpowering your productivity, commit to one week of early to bed and she how your
energy shifts.
Eat for Enjoyment
If your nutrition took a holiday beating there’s a good chance you’re thinking “Okay, it’s time for a
food overhaul!” The problem with this kind of all-or-nothing thinking it takes all of the joy out of
eating and increases likelihood of falling back into less healthy eating habits. My colleague,
registered dietitian Andrea Holwegner suggests you challenge the stubborn voice in your head that
tells you, "Go big, or go home". Instead, choose flexible nutrition goals that work a little bit on your
food choices but are not absolute. Simplify by balancing health and enjoyment. Decide to include
all foods and toss out fad diets that provide you with lists of forbidden foods. You can still choose to
get healthier without sacrificing social fun and the amazing taste of sugar, fat and salt (since even
dietitians know these really do taste good). If you want more information on Andrea’s cutting edge
e-Nutrition Coaching, visit www.healthstandnutrition.com
Exercise Less for Success
Whether you’re just starting out or working to a new level, set your exercise goals based on the
available time in your schedule today. If your busy schedule allows for less exercise than you’re
used to, don’t wait for more time to materialize (it won’t), just start with less. Fitness is indeed a lifelong commitment so it shouldn’t be overwhelming. Plan for three honest exercise efforts each
week. If you’re time crunched 15 minutes will do. Your gaol is to do more exercise than what is
normal for you, and if you’re currently inactive, you can start small. It’s about creating a habit
around activity. If you begin to talk yourself out of a workout, get to it, but give yourself permission
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to do a shorter workout. Before long you will have habituated a new level of health and fitness for
yourself, through a ‘start small’ approach that really works!
Contact Michelle at
www.michellecederberg.com for a great article expanding on this idea.
Look to this year ahead as a time of renewal and growth. Make a commitment to take care of
yourself (even in small steps) when the pressures of career and home life seem to be pushing
against you. No matter how crazy life gets, the best way through is a good solid stress defense that
includes enough rest, healthful eating, and regular activity to keep the cobwebs clear, and the
machinery running at optimum.
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